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The fort could probably now have been held some
days longer, although, owing to the consumption of
all the provisions except pork, and to the exhaustion
of the officers and men, the garrison would have
suffered a good deal. The supply of cartridges, too,
had given out, and no effective reply could be made
to the enemy's guns. Still, there was certainly a
chance that the fleet, which could plainly be seen
outside the bar/ might come into the harbor, or, at
least, send supplies or reinforcements to the fort.
Anderson, however, thought that he and his men
had done and suffered enough. He had maintained
the honor of the flag; he had for two days gallantly
defended the post. Accordingly, when Beauregard's
aides, whom that officer had most considerately sent
during the conflagration of the barracks, to tender
assistance on the ground of humanity, arrived, the
Major was willing to consider favorably the honora-
ble terms of surrender which they were empowered
to offer. On Sunday, the 14th, Major Anderson
saluted his flag with fifty guns, and, with his com-
mand, was conveyed to the fleet outside, to be taken
to New York.

Thus ended the first siege of Fort Surnter. One
is amazed that the Confederate authorities were
willing that the war should be begun in this way.
If they had desired to unite the North against the
States which had seceded, they could not have found
a better mode of accomplishing their purpose. It

1 The detachment of the frigate Powhatan made it impossible for Fox to
carry Ms original plan into execution. He intended, however, to make an
attempt to get in on the night of the I3th. But Sumter was surrendered in
the afternoon, i W. K., n.